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EDITOR’S NOTES

While I was preparing the annual region roster
for the AACA national office, I noticed that
seven region members were no longer active.  I
had to remove those members from the roster.
Since there’s no cost to belong to our region, I
won’t remove anyone from the newsletter email
list.  If you renewed your AACA membership
after mid-January, please let me know, and I’ll
add you to the roster.  Fortunately, we had four
new members that I was able to add to the
roster.  Our region currently has 97 members.

As this is our first newsletter for 2022, I hope
everyone’s year is off to a good start.  Let’s look
forward to enjoying our antique cars and AACA
activities this year.  We’ve reserved the region
vendor spaces at Hershey.  It’s never too early
to hope for great weather during the first week
of October.  Remember, this year’s Fall Meet
will run from Tuesday through Friday instead of
the traditional  Wednesday through Saturday.

I’d like to hold a region Zoom meeting during
March.  If you’re interested in participating,
please email me at the region email address.  I’ll
schedule a meeting, probably on a mid-week
evening, if I get at least seven positive responses.

One of our newer members, Francis Abate,
contacted me about advertising his business in
the newsletter.  I told him that there’s no charge
to advertise, you’ll see his ad below.  All of our
members have free advertising privileges in this
newsletter.  Please feel free to submit ads for
any hobby related items you’re selling or ser-
vices you offer.

This month we’ll take a look at 1962 Chevro-
lets.  That was a very successful model year for
Chevrolet.  It’s hard to believe that 60 years
have passed since then.  1962 is memorable for
John Glenn’s orbital flight, the New York Mets
first season, the Cuban Missile crisis, and the
Beatles first record release.

I hope you enjoy the photos that Gary Ruby
submitted.  Member photos always improve the
newsletter, please keep them coming.

Be well, and let’s welcome Spring.

Russell Heim
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GARY RUBY’S 1957 BEL AIR
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1962 CHEVROLET 60th

ANNIVERSARY

1962 was a big year for Chevrolet.  They cele-
brated their 50th anniversary and introduced a
new line of compact cars, the Chevy II.  Sales
rose dramatically from 1961 and broke Chevro-
let’s all-time sales record.

The series hierarchy of Impala, Bel Air and
Biscayne continued.    Separate names for sta-
tion wagons were dropped in 1962.  Wagons
were simply called Impala, Bel Air, and Bis-
cayne.  Station wagons were available in six or
nine-passenger versions.

1962 Chevrolet full-size cars received extensive
styling revisions.  On the exterior everything
except the doors and the Bel-Air sport coupe
roof line was restyled.  The sedans lost the
wraparound rear window and rear roof over-
hang.  The Impala sport coupe received a more
upright roof line.  The bow-tie emblems on the
hood and deck lid were changed from blue to
gold in order to commemorate Chevrolet’s 50th

anniversary.  The dashboard and instrument

panel were carried over from 1961.  Wheelbase
remained at 119 inches while the overall car
length increased to 209.6 inches, 3/10ths of an
inch longer than 1961.

The 235 cubic-inch six cylinder was still the
base engine offered in full-size Chevrolets.
1962 was the last model year they offered this
engine.  The 283 cubic-inch V8 carried over
from 1961, while the 348 cubic-inch engine was
discontinued.  The new 327 cubic-inch V8 re-
placed the four-barrel 283, and the 409 replaced
the 348.  Chevrolet offered the 327 in 250 or
300 horsepower versions.  The 327 had the
same exterior dimensions as the 283.  This new
engine was bored 0.125 inches and stroked
0.250 inches over the 283.

Chevrolet offered two versions of the 409 cu-
bic-inch V8 in 1962.  The single four-barrel
carbureted engine made 380 horsepower; the
dual four-barrel carbureted engine made 409
horsepower.  A three or four-speed synchro-
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mesh were the only transmissions available
with the 409.

1962 saw the introduction of the first automo-
tive pollution control device, the Positive
Crankcase Ventilation, or PCV valve.  This new
control was required on all Chevrolets sold in
California in 1962, and was optional in the other
49 states.  The PCV cost $5.00.

Another first-time option was the Delcotron, or
alternator, available in 42, 52, or 62-amp ver-
sions.  Delcotron was standard on cars equipped
with factory air conditioning.  The 1962 Delco-

tron units are physically different from the 1963
and later units we’re familiar with now.  Delco-
tron would become standard on all but the Cor-
vair in 1963.

The optional Turboglide transmission was no
longer available in 1962.  Powerglide received
a new aluminum case for 1962.  The aluminum
Powerglide was only available on 327 equipped
full size cars and on Chevy II.  All other 1962
Powerglide equipped cars received the old cast-
iron version.
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In the Impala series, Super Sport became a $145 trim package for Impala sport coupes and
convertibles in 1962.  The package included unique body moldings, SS badges, spinner type
wheel covers, bucket seats, passenger grab bar and a center console. Only Super Sport models
equipped with four-speed synchromesh received a floor shifter.  Three speed synchromesh and
Powerglide equipped cars were column shifted.  A high-performance engine was not required
for 1962 Super Sport models.  The Impala two-door sedan, which didn’t sell well in 1961, was
not available in 1962.
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The Bel Air series lost its sport sedan in 1962.  This series now consisted of the sport coupe, two
and four-door sedans, and six and nine-passenger station wagons.  Bel Air interiors were now
fully carpeted, an upgrade from 1961.
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The Biscayne Fleetmaster model was discontinued.  Standard 1962 Biscayne equipment included
heater and defroster, dual sun visors, and crank operated vent windows.  Seats had cloth and vinyl
coverings, and the floors were covered with vinyl coated rubber mats.

Chevrolet produced 1,424,008 full size cars in 1962.
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Chevrolet made two exciting additions to the Corvair line this year, the Monza convertible and
the turbo-charged Monza Spyder.  Chevrolet sold 292,531 Corvairs in 1962, a 10,000 unit
increase from 1961.  This increase was a nice surprise, as there were expectations that the newly
introduced Chevy II would steal sales from the Corvair.

The Monza Spyder package was available on the Club Coupe and convertible.  The turbo-charged
engine produced 150 horsepower.  Kelsey-Hayes wire wheels were optional for the Monza Spyder.

At the beginning of the model year, Chevrolet dropped the 500 series station wagon and added a
wagon to the Monza line-up.  The model 700 wagon was continued.  Chevrolet built only 6,078
1962 Corvair wagons before discontinuing them mid-year to make room on the assembly lines
for the new Monza convertibles.
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For details on the 1962 Chevy II, see the April
2015 Space Age Star (all prior issues of the
newsletter are available on the region web site).
Briefly, the Chevy II was designed as a more
conventional compact car than the Corvair, and
aimed at competing more directly with Ford’s
very successful Falcon.  Chevy II was a huge
success, Chevrolet produced 326,607 of them
for the 1962 model year.  Chevy II offered
Chevrolet’s first four-cylinder engine since
1928.  A new 120 horsepower, 194 cubic-inch
six-cylinder engine powered most Chevy IIs.
The four-cylinder engine, a 153 cubic-inch job,
making 90 horsepower, was offered through the
1970 model year, but it never sold well.

Similar to the full-size cars, Chevy II came in
three series, the bare bones series 100, the mid-
range series 300, and the top-of-the-line Nova
400.  Chevy II body styles included two and
four-door sedans, and also two and three-seat
station wagons.  A sport coupe and convertible
were only available in the Nova 400 series.

Images in this article courtesy of John Mahoney.
Thanks to John for reviewing the article for
accuracy.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1949 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter four times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


