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EDITOR’S NOTES:

I hope everyone is well and able to enjoy the spring weather.  It’s always fun to see the antique
cars back on the road after a long winter.

We have a You Tube star in our region.  Click on or copy this link into your browser:
1970 Chevrolet El Camino SS 454 4 Speed in Black & Engine Sounds on My Car Story with Lou
Costabile1970 Chevrolet El Camino SS 454 4 Speed in Black & Engine Sounds on My Car Story
with Lou Costabile to see a video presentation of Bob Inhoff’s 1970 El Camino.  I watched the
video and enjoyed it very much.  Bob’s El Camino looks great.  I mentioned the “My Car Story
With Lou” You Tube channel in a previous newsletter, but it’s worth a repeat plug.  Give the
channel a try if you haven’t already.  The videos range from a few minutes up to 20 minutes.
Each one features the subject car and its owner.  Often they take the car for a ride during the video.
A lot of Space Age Chevrolets have been featured on the channel.

In the last newsletter I proposed a Zoom meeting premised on six or seven members expressing
interest.  Only two members responded, so I didn’t schedule a meeting.  Now that spring is here,
and the weather has improved, I’m not going to plan any meetings.  We’ll aim for a region meeting
at Hershey.

I still have the four complimentary AACA calendar year membership applications from the
national office.  If you have a friend or relative that you think would enjoy joining AACA, contact
me and I’ll send you an application.  The applicant will receive their first year’s membership for
free.  It’s a great way to expand AACA membership.

This month’s newsletter continues our review of the 1962 model year, focusing on Corvette and
Corvair 95 light trucks.  1962 Corvettes are iconic and highly desirable collector cars.  Their most
notable feature was the new for 1962 327 cubic-inch V8.  The Corvair 95 trucks aren’t well
remembered, but those who collect them are fiercely loyal to them.  It’s interesting that a company
that made such mainstream and huge selling cars could also produce vehicles as quirky as the
Corvair 95 trucks.

As always, feel free to suggest ideas for newsletter articles, or to submit your own articles and
photographs.  Stay well.

Russell Heim
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1962 CORVETTE AT 60

Corvette received minor styling changes in 1962.  The big news for Chevrolet’s sports car was
a new 327 cubic-inch V8 engine.  In standard form, with a single four-barrel carburetor, the 327
made 250 horsepower at 4400 RPM.  Optional versions of the new engine, with dual four-barrel
carburetors, produced 300 or 340 horsepower.  Customers paid $54 for the 300 horsepower
engine or $108 for the 340 horse version.  A 360 horsepower, fuel-injected version of the 327
cost $484.

The standard transmission for 1962 Corvette was a floor mounted three-speed synchromesh.
A four speed synchromesh was a $188 option.  Customers who didn’t want to manually shift
their Corvette paid $199 for Powerglide.

1962 saw Corvettes receive a new, black-out grille.  The aluminum molding around the side
coves was deleted.  This made two-toning the cars impractical; only seven solid colors were
available on Corvette this year.  The styling department added a new fluted aluminum rocker
panel molding for 1962.
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1962 Corvettes rode on a 102-inch wheelbase and were 177 inches long.  They wore 6.70x15 inch
tires.  Aside from the three-speed transmission, standard features included electric clock, dual
exhaust, tachometer, heater, defroster, seat belts, outside rear view mirror, and windshield washer.
Optional equipment, or Custom Feature Accessories, included a power top, detachable hardtop,
signal-seeking transistor radio, 24 gallon fuel tank, power windows, whitewall tires, PCV valve,
heavy-duty metallic-lined brakes, and posi-traction rear end.

The factory price, before any accessories were added, was $4,038.  This was the first time the
Corvette’s base price was over $4,000.  The customers didn’t seem to mind the price increase,
Chevrolet sold 14,531 Corvettes in 1962, making it the best sales year in the car’s history at that
point in time.
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1962 CORVAIR 95 LIGHT TRUCKS

For the 1962 model year, Chevrolet sold 18,007 Greenbriers, 13,491 Corvans, 4,102 Rampsides,
and 369 Loadsides.  These Corvair 95 trucks were basically unchanged from 1961, which was
their introductory model year.

Base price for Greenbrier was $2,655.  Greenbrier was available in standard or Deluxe versions.
The Deluxe featured chrome bumpers and grille and a nicer interior than the standard model.

Corvan was unchanged from 1961 and the price started at $2,295.  Chrome bumpers and hubcaps
were optional for Corvan in 1962.

Rampside cost $2,140, and Loadside listed for $2,085.  Chevrolet discontinued the Loadside early
in the model year.

Corvair 95 trucks came standard with a three-speed synchromesh transmission.  Customers could
pay $65 to upgrade to a four-speed, or $155 for Powerglide.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1949 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter four times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


