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EDITOR’S NOTES:

I always enjoy the arrival of autumn. I look
forward to the cooler, drier weather providing
relief from summer’s heat and humidity. On the
rare occasion that the Mets have a good season,
I look forward to seeing them play in the post
season (as I write this in mid-September, it
appears very unlikely they’ll make the post-
season this year). Of course, like many antique
car enthusiasts, the main attraction of autumn
for me 1s Hershey.

The AACA’s Eastern Fall Meet is back on this
year, from October 6 through 9. I’m especially
looking forward to this year’s meet because I
haven’t been to Hershey since 2018. We all
missed it last year, and I stayed home in 2019
because I’d had surgery the week before.

I’m planning on attending Hershey this year, and §
I hope to see as many region members as |

possible. We have the same Region spaces as
we’ve had in the past, Red Field, row RNI,
spaces 82-86. RNI is the last row in the field

We’ve ordered a tent and we usually have a few |

chairs, so please feel free to stop by to rest your
legs and take a little shade.

We’ve held a Region meeting during Hershey |
most years since we started the Region. I'm |

scheduling the meeting for Thursday, October
7, at 2:00 p.m. It will be nice to see you in
person, instead of on a computer screen. Since
we have a tent, we can still hold the meeting if
the weather doesn’t cooperate. If Thursday
afternoon doesn’t work for you, please stop by
Wednesday all day or Friday morning. We’ll be
at the judging school Friday afternoon.

This will be my first year judging at Hershey. I
was an apprentice judge at the Saratoga meet in
June. I enjoyed the experience, despite it being
hard for me to stand and walk for more than a
few minutes. I hope to be placed in judging
administration.

I’'m still hoping someone will take over this
newsletter. As I’ve mentioned previously, it’s
getting harder for me to put it together. We’re
going to quarterly publication in 2022. That may
help, but it would be nice if the region had a new
voice after almost eight years of mine. Please
contact me if you’d like to become the editor.

Thanks to Rick Reinstein for submitting the
article about his 1951 Chevrolet. I think that
expanding our region to 1949-1954 cars will
increase interest in the region and add more
members. Rick’s article is a nice step in that
direction.

Stay well, I hope to see you at Hershey.

CLASSIFIED AD: 1962 Chevy Impala station
wagon: 283 P/G power steering, Rare factory
padded dash. Everything works and the car
drives beautifully. Interior is not perfect but
very presentable. 38,000 original miles. Asking
$12,500. Call Ken at: 631-880-8489



1961 CHEVROLET AND CORVAIR TAXIS

As the 1960’s got going, Chevrolet was out to
cover as many market segments as they could.
They introduced four new car lines during the
decade, Corvair, Chevy II, Chevelle, and
Camaro. The Division was already involved in
the Taxi business in the ‘60s. The accompanying
brochure pages will show how involved they
were.

Just as individual customers could tailor their
new Chevrolets to their needs and desires, so
could Taxi fleet customers. Chevrolet offered
Custom  Feature  Accessories (optional
equipment in plain English) for their Taxis.

& 15" wheals and Tyrex cord tires
# Choice of interior trim

* Heavy-tuty rear axle and wheel

bearings

Chevrolet taxis were available as either a four-
door Biscayne or Biscayne Fleetmaster sedan.
They also offered a taxi version of the four-door
Corvair sedan and the new for 1961 Greenbrier
van. Does anyone remember seeing Corvair and
Greenbrier based cabs in the 1960°s?

The Corvair’s small trunk would make the Taxi
impractical for use on airport trips, but they were
probably economical for around town trips.
Greenbrier cabs would be wuseful when
transporting a large group. Otherwise, the
Biscaynes would better serve as Taxis than the
Corvairs.  Enjoy this look back at 1961
Chevrolet taxis.

& Heavy-duly brake drums and hubs
& Rear door armrasts
® Special taxicab carburetor

{B-cyl. only)
& Heaavy-dutly front seat

& Meatallic-lined spherical jolnts

* Open-door warning light

® Heavy-duty ignition

(B-cyl. only)

* Hoavy-duty rear seat

& Heavy-duly transmission

Automatic light switches

SPECIAL TAXICAB
OPTION PACKAGE

(B-cyl. only)

Heavy-duly springs

Driveshiaft lubrication fittings

Heavy-duty water pump and fan pulley

& Heavy-duly sheck absorbers
* Reinforced taxicab frame

* Heavy-duty rear suspension bushings

Heavy-duty front and rear floor mats

RPO 330 was the basic taxi package. Chevrolet offered optional equipment to enhance the
basic cab. Images courtesy of oldcarbrochures.com



more than ever . ..

i | PROFITS
U

and COSTS GO DOWN with
CHEVROLET TAXICABS

Chevrolet's traditionally low operating cost and high resale value mean
more dependable profits in taxicab duty. And for 1961, Chevrolet
taxicabs fealure new durability, new comforl, new roominess, new
conventence, and complelely new trunks—all in 3 tnm new size, The
1961 Chevrolet taxicab maneuvers in tight traffic betler—and parks
in less space. Big new doors open wider, and there's more clearance
from the boltom of the door to the ground when they're open.

BISCAYNE

First-class travel onany trip—that's the Chevralet
Biscayne laxicab for 1961. The smari-looking
Biscayne is stylish al any stop—and mora
praclical than ever. Inside, there's a roomy new
interiar with attractive two-tone upholstery (alls
yvinyl available at shight extra cosl), Wider opens
ing doors plus greater entrance height and coms
fort-high seals offer ne ort for both driver
and’ passengers. Front door armrests, dual sun
visors, and foam cushioned front seat arg
standard features—other special equipment is
available to factory-build your taxicab fo your
individual specifications
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BISCAYNE AND BISCAYNE FLEETMASTER 4-DOOR TAXICABS

CAl

MODELS 1169 and 1369 (6-cyl.)—and 1269 and 1469 (V8)

POWER TEAMS FOR TAXICABS

Synchra-Magh Powerghide
Hi-Theift & . - -
Economy Turbo-Fine W8.........oovvevmmcann, N &
ENGINE

Hi-Thede 8=135 Borsépower ol 4000 rpom., 235 Sawin, B-eylinder, 158% bore and 1847
siroke, B.25:0 compression ralio, Single-barrel ciiburetsd wilh sl-welted 8 cleaned (oil-
MIII qulumm'I Toni enpineeied sceeamy casburglod incladed in BP0, 330, Hydraulic

terd in Biscdyne— mechanical \'il'ﬂ Iiflges in Biseayne Fleeimasher. Shall-moualed
m:hrr arms, replaceable vilve ﬁ.l ?}w r main beanings, gear-deiven camshall, by-pags
Rypi bl flbaa *, fve-quatl ol refill {withoul filke:),

Ectnomy Turbo-Fira VE—170 horstpswer at 4200 r.pm. 283-0w.-in, V3 LB bore snd 10~
sleowe, B.5°0 compeession eatio, Two-barred carbuieton with cepliceatiy diemenl 3ir cheanti.
Hydiauhc wake |I|I¢Ii Single gxhaysl sysiem, Fealergs independent operdling mechanism
Hor #dch valve, inlegral valoe guides. chien-deirvtn camahall, ive main bearings, Full-Now gil

filbey, Peur-guail & urrliimlliul libter).

Baih nglnes—Valve-in-head design, Muminum pistons, Todged sieel crankshadl, reslaceable.
inserl man 3ad conaecling rod MNM'B'B&I Ik pressure lubisealon, |2-wil ehegboeal system,
posale-shill tlarked, aslomalic chohe: g SyShem has lube-ca-cenier isdiated, 13-pound
PrEsINE Cag,

TRANSMISSION

Synthro-tosh—Thiee-speed all helical gear, high torgue urmly Synchro-Meih, Mrﬂeud
I!:ald::.lnlmd m.lsfl:a- and raller shaft meenanizm, Gear ralias: first 2940, seeond 1681
it reveisa

Perevie glida ™ — Theae-elemenl Mqut coaverier [pump. furbane, and “lml‘ wilh aglomalic-
lllrwﬂrnllni planelary gears in " Drive” range, manwally selecied for “Low™ and “Revirie”
Pagitive pm ng loek, P-R-M-D-L saleclor quadrant oa $1éering colemn. Enging siarls an
pilher “Paek™ gr "Meglial™

CLUTCH .
9'5-1" ﬁ-l-_phuiq_r nﬁlipt cluteh sandasd with Bi- H!ull 6 engine— 0¥ standard with
e

11 hewey-duly sem mlll dinphr ling Iype chulch
w‘lloll ® for Hi-Theill & Ilr\-:hdw in RIP'# EE o I."Eﬁ I-w'::ﬁ.g::cld -I?:nd per-
manently lubricsted release bednng
CHASSIS

Frama asd Sl.'mlﬂn Twnnel-cenber X-bailh Salety-Gieder lrame. Full Codl sespension,
double-scling shock absorbars dad Beifl-in lewelizeng coaleol (hedvy-dudy cosl xplll{p and
shock absorbers included in BP0 330, Independent frenl teipeation wilh sall. Mlnllm'
spherical Jol steening knschled, Four-lnk resr tuipenissn wilh fupped conbtal arms
conkrols arle mowdmient. Fignl rige $1abidizer bar on WV models,

‘Wheels and Tiros—14% wheels, 1.50 x 14 4.ply vating low- Fll!ﬂllt I'yrll; u«d lebeless Wies
siandard (157 wheels snd 6.70 x 15 4-ply rating lires ivcheded in AP0, 330

'Drlll—"}'dﬁtlﬁ Salaly- Masler bia®id with boaded linings. Tedal Fining acea 155.5 square
inches, 17 dameter diuma, Fool-opecabed mechanical parking Brake, fingerLip relesse,

Stnoring=Ball Race sleering gear, balanced relay |iskape. Overall cafio 28:)

FOR THE GREATEST VALUE IN TAXICABS—SEE YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED CHEVROLET DEALER

“hinges and Rey relense

Bz Axle and Propalier Shall—Hypoid, :trn-J'Iullugulnl anle wilh banjo-t hauting.
Axle ralic malched 1o power leam. Two.techion | lar prepeller thafl & threg pre-
|Ibl;lt,“bl‘ﬂ I.IHI‘YII'!II]MH. |Bubricitian fillings inchuded b BP.0. 130*) wilh fubber. mousted
cenlel badring.

Fudl Tank—Fuel tank wilh GILer seredm it vented 1o tpeed ilng. 20-gallon Lank capacily.
Filler in bedt raar quaber pamed,

Elesctrbcal gyvlam=| 2-volt glectiical syslem, S-plate badtery (53-ampaie howr daling ol 20
Bowra), J0-empere pencretoe wilk soaled voltape and currend réguelator (heavy-duly generalar
or AC sltersstod opleanal®).

BODY

Sirwelura= All-wetded Figher Unigteel constructinn. Deuble. walled cowl and vaitited sides.

Box-nectioa plilers and Nogs side raads Reindorced et flags lndim.w rut tlnnM"rl bekind

rear seat Dowbie-walled dogas, iple-sale colary Miches, Single key opevales all locks.

Freal-opesing doybde-panel beod, sutomalic Lilch and Safety calch, ﬂ-;h -Lavel cowl wenlila-

tgn inlél Large resr Iu'? compai iment, awlomalic h(iﬂl Hd walh counter-balinging
.ﬁ sealed ardl insulaled body, cushoned mounlings.

Imlgfior — Seali with S.wine :pdn“ [hbh'r duly springs included in BP0, 238, Combin-

abinn pattesn chall and leathee-grin visyl seal upholsiery in B:!.:quéimn |ww heavy:
duly all-niayl available with RPO. 330°)L abl-vinyl tlandaid in Bisceyne imasler.

spnual inglined-plane fronl sesl adjusimes) Ek:lh headising [ecepl mm fvgul 4l
wiayl inderior* ) Frond armeedis in Biscagne (redr aomrests o gd in BP N, Teng-

spake receited-hub sbeecing wheel and hosm ballon. Top mnmud reatview mrwr ftfili
light caalrolied by instrumen panel vwilch [aulomatic highl swilthes 31 30 & dedis include
tn R.P.0. 330 %hner Roor mals Trasd and rear (N robler hesvy-duly mals included in
ARG ‘HN'bI. pate whet! and live, Bumper jack, 3ad wheel wiench stowed in luggage
mlml M|

Imasrumgnt Panal asd Cantraly=Cenlial ahiray, Cantral glove comparimest with kay lsck
and ard fugl gau !;_ rator and il
ﬂ:rmrr 1g'-'|!s. couniry- btlri ard dllh;lﬂll sigead! andeckla T aal y-remowable
irumenl du!-ll!r Light swich conlraie hesdlighls, paiking lighls, ||:1rum enl panel lighls
and dome Kigh wmigld wiped cenired and slarbed-agnilion Swilch sciuded in greup.
Oplieapt® h«l.rr-dlfluslu mlrnls al IITHﬂdFWH Canleal knob for ;e venls under each
end of ingliument panel. Finger-tip release for fopl-operated pasking brake Directional
signal and Shill bewtis an $esning Gdlumn

Windgwa=Safely Glass in abl wandgws. One.pieceé cunved windshield. Crank gperated
lionl wesl windows and sice winddws, Fullview rear window. Dgil eechic parallel-Bition
windshaetd wipees,

FACTORY-INSTALLED OPTIONS®
Sea ligt of Cheweabet aplions for taxicaks on page 10 of This book

SEAT DIMENSIONS FRONT  REAR
Leg Baom.. Eld e
Head Room [elnﬂwur R
Hip Reswm. , : 15
Shoulder Rﬂm i

All flugleations 3ad specificateons containgd im ihiz literalure aee based oa fhe llesd product
illormﬂ-u available at the lime of peblication agproval. The nghl is résersad 0 make
izhn‘{ﬂmmllwl lﬂlﬂem&ul; colois, malerials, equipmant, specifications and

5o 1o didconbinug mod

CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION OF GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN

“Oipligasl a0 wxiry cosl,

RATED 1N L 8 A




HEAVY-DUTY FRONT BRAKE
DRUMS AND HUBS

Brake drum webs are exlra heavy and
wheel hubs are slronger for greater
durabilily in rugged stop-and-go taxicab
seryice, Specially mounted rear brake
backing plates and parking brake cable
fiylon liner are extra-qualily fealures,
(Included in R.P.0. 330%)

HEAVY-DUTY SPRINGS
Stiffer front and rear coil springs for
firmness and ride slabilily are longer,
increasing  road clearance  approxi-

malely one inch, and affer grealer load-
?ﬂml capaaly. (Included in R.P.0.

' ' '\J C ] C
£y ¢ £ X ¢ —-fl
THAT MAKE CHEVROLET FACTORY-BUILT
TAXICABS LAST LONGER AND EARN MORE

C:
.

<2
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SOLID SAFETY
PLATE GLASS

All side windows and rear window
feature extra durabilily to resist crack-
ing in in-and-oul, door-opening lax-
cab service,



HEAVY-DUTY REAR
SUSPENSION BUSHINGS

Rubber bushings in melal sleeves and
speially mounted brackets for rear
suspensign confrel arms are designed
for  rugged street-pounding  [axicab
operatian, (Included in R.P.0. 330%)

HEAVY-DUTY
TRANSMISSION

(B-cylindar angina)

Chevrolat’s “Elt 3-Speed Synchro-
Mesh wilh all-helical gear demgn has.
sturdier mainshall bearings and clulch
drive gear for added ltramsmission
durability, (Included in R.P.0. 330%)

HEAVY-DUTY SHOCK
ABSORBERS

Special valving for firmer conrol over
all read surlaces increases durability
and passenger cpmbort especially when
the cab is fully doaded. {Included in
RP.0. 330%)

WIDE-OPEN DOORS

1961 Chevrolel laxicab doors open
wider—doorways are wider, too, for
easier enlry and exil. Husky door
checks hold doors open wide while
passengers enler and leave,

OFPEN-DOOR
WARNING LIGHT

Red light an instrumenl panel warns
driver when any door 15 open and
contnbutes 1o safely of driver and
passengers, {Included in RP.0. 3307

HEAVY-DUTY WATER PUMP
AND FAN PULLEY

{G-cylinder anging)

High-capacity water pump with heavy-
duty sealed bearings maintains proper
coplant emperature under hol-weather
driving and idle conditions. {Included
in BP0, 3309

HEAVY-DUTY REAR SEAT

Tavicab-rugged heavy-duly reinforced
spring construction keeps ils shape and
comfort langer.{Included in BP0, 330%)




TAXICAB-BUILT

BY FISHER

The inside story of Chewrolet-buiil laxicabs lelis the
ruggedness that's built inlo every detail of the roomy
Body by Fisher. Heavy roof pillars, door sills, cowl, and
crossmembers are inlegraled into one exira-strong struc-
ture mounted on ride-tuned body mounts for the very
best in solid, silent comforl. Safely-type door latches
hold the doors securely and prevent lalch disengagement
in any direction. Chevrolet's famous single-key locking sys-
tem and keyless door locking offer unmalched convenience
and securily for the everyday hustleod in-and-out cab oper-
ation. Crank-operated ventipanes operate easily and stay
where you want them. All these features, plus Safely
Plate Glass in every window, parallel-action eleciric wind-
shield wipers, and the luster and durability of Magic-
Mirror acrylic lacquer finish add up to Ihe greatest value
for your taxicab dollar.

il

OF INTERIORS

Biscayne — Standard Chevrolet Biscayne taxicab seals
are upholstered in long-wearing color-keyed patiera cloth.
Leather-grain vinyl around the seat edges, seal backs and
door panels wipes clean quickly and easily. Special two-
fone gray all-vinyl taxicab upholstery, vinyl headlining
and sidewalls, and heavy-duly waler-resistant fioor mats
are available at slight extra cost with R.P.0. 330.

Biscayne Fleetmaster—Standard seats are all-vinyl wphol-
slered in aflractive Iwo-tone gray in addition to vinyl-
coaled sidewall Irim panels in the Fleetmaster taxicab
model. Vinyl headlining and heavy-duly, water-resistanl
fioor mals are available as part of R.P.0. 330.




COMFORT —SAFETY—APPEARANCE

HEATER-DEFROSTER De Lune—outside air. . . . . e T
HEATER-DEFROSTER Recirculating. .. sl FOA 116
3-SPEED ELECTRIC WINDSHIELD WIPER

Includes pushbutton windshicld washer. ... ...covsvevesnsnerenenseso PO 333
DE LUXE STEERING WHEEL. . - - .. RP.D, M8
EXTRA-THICK FOAM FIHJM SEM ! ehia RPO. 115

POWERGLIDE. . i R = T Chikbann s e dn AL S10

POWER AESISTS

POWER SIEERIHG e e e o L ] e
POWER BRAKES.. Wb o winin s an i R0 A1

HEAVY-DUTY AND MECHANICAL

HEAVY.DUTY CLUTCH
For Hi-Theitt & engine (Inchuded m BP0 ]II}
OIL FILTER For Hi-Thrift € engine
QIL-BATH AIR CLEANER For Hi- Thift 6.
SPECIAL CRANKCASE VENTILATION S!’SHH.
HEAVY-DUTY BATTERY
T0-Ampere hour rating

SPECIAL ORDER EQUIPM ENT

Eguipment 1o mael Ihé demands of unusual requiramants and special types of apar
ahion showld be discussed with your local authorized Chevrolel Dealer. He can advise
what can ba oblained on special order as factory-installed equipment.

SUNTRATON prArEOMAnE] Coawli rol cONVINTIGNLL (N AL GUSTGM FEATURE ACGESSOHIEB
T T T T In addstegn to tactory-installed equipment, Chevrolel offery a complete hine of dealer
instalied Custom Feature dccessones. |ncluded aré many e parbcularly sanled loo
tamtab use. Contact your local suthorized Chevrolel Dealer for complete information

SPECIAL GENERATORS**

|4 .,uliln i 30 MWL RE | Stamdard) — | nciuded Bave o0 bas of qomparren

GINER - AMP{RE (RPO. XM Lalra ewipul sliadard-duty prsvabor. For wid s

tansiti wilhou! tws wiy (6o

GENERATOR, 40 llll'lﬂ[ (R P.0. 326 —High-swlpul midivm-duly gensrator. For use in laai.

Ak wiihdul fwo-wi

GENERATON, 3% lHP! HE LOW CUT- Iﬂ [L PO [000) = Madius. duty peseraior far peak sulpul

al lowei dpaadi, F'of wia ) in iy opedial

GENERATOR, 50-AMP{RE I.I)H CuT- IH Il‘f‘"} A — e e wilth eula-hbdy-duly ehanlivg

siai dwiteal i widy |ow 1paed. vl 81 ety Liai aparaben milh tad-wiy (bl

ATOR 0-AMPIRE il_ TERNATOR TYPE [Spaaial Ovdev Oplion)— Hewwy-duly sl

Fehl A ElNid nates § fud vt geasrator Kby shEsdard geearater seasting Al traminabsr regelste

Praatey Bagh salpal 0 olie poad low speedt Spata) Por lhsasbi et bee-wiy i

e L Laf Tt

T S = “Oapbepny pnd Canies Toatern dooessores 80 ealva goal

B 1l Tom, sl T b g w” gh| Bhr e Ciapwt zop? Dpins 1or olhs npiCadl possr whors amd wibe nalen s
P R — T R




BY CHEVROLET
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Here's a new kind of taxicab that's just nght
for many unusual tasks. The Greenbrier, wilh
ifs roominess and unigue features can handie
jobs other cabs can'l. In the front and rear seats
including the oplional third seat® fo

full 9-passenger capacity, sed

THE ]NCOM PARAB LE approximately five feel

All seals are comfort-hagh, with head and leg
room mare 1han ample. Even with a full payload
there's plenty of luggage space. For 2one-fare
and small inter-cit ration, the Greenbrier
i5 powerful, quick, and highly maneuverable

Drivers appreciate the excellent visiolity and

TAXICAB pasy steering. Parking's easier, too, because the
length of the Greenbrer 15 actually mare than
two feet less than mo ; Now 1N Dpera
fion. Taxicab ownersappr {he high gasoline
and tire mileage and low operafing cost

Corvair Greanbrier Sports Wapon Taxicah

These taxis were ahead of their time. Now, in New York at least, small vans from various
manufacturers are used as cabs. I learned the hard way that these newer style cabs are difficult
to get in and out of.

11



RUGGLD,

ECONOMICAL

CORVAIR TAXICAB

Body (Corvair 500 4-Door Taxicah)

Corvair's Monostrut Body by Fisher features single-unil construclion, combining body and
frame into one rigid steel structure. The body is sealed and insulated for snug, quiet
comfort. Safety Plate Glass in all windows, plus the security of safety-lype door latches,
offers seeing and driving safety for driver and passengers alike.

Turbo=Air 6 (All models)

The Turba-Air air-cooled aluminum engine with low-iriction, shorl-stroke design means
long engine life and excellent gasoling economy. A positive-shifi starier prevents pas-
wasling false slarts, and hydraulic valve lifters never need periodic adjusiment. Forced-air
cooling system eliminales the need for water, expensive anlifreeze, and costly seasonal
maintenance. Overhealing in heavy traffic is a thing of the past with a Corvair taxicab!

Transaxle (All models)

Here's one of the big reasons for Corvair’s virtually flat floor. Transmission and differential

gears are combined in a compact low-weight unit mounied belween the rear wheels,
Combined with the rear-mounted Turbo-Air engine, Corvair's fransaxle unit eliminates
the need for a driveshaft extending under the floor—1here’s less vibration and driveline
sounds are behind, not in front of, driver and passengers. Available with 3- or 4-Speed
Synchro-Mesh or Corvair Powerglide automatic transmission.

Quadri-Flex Full-Independent Suspension [All models)

Corvair's exclusive 4-wheel independent suspension system offers new highs in comforl,
roadability, and durability. Each wheel cushions bumps separalely—there's no cross-
transfer of road shocks from wheel lo wheel. Corvair's deep coils smooth and level the
ride wilh sure-footed softness. Also . . . coil springs can'l wear oul, can'l squeak, and
never need lubrication or replacement of inler-leaf liners as with ordinary leal springs.
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DOROTHY MOVES TO CALI - BY RICK

REINSTEIN :ditor’s Note: This article originally appeared in The Foot

Warmer, the San Diego Region AACA newsletter. It’s reprinted here with the kind
permission of the editor, Brad Zemcik.

For those who don’t remember, Dorothy is my 1951 Chevrolet Styleline Sport Coupe; so named
because I rescued her from a muddy Kansas farm field, where she sat neglected, open to the
elements, and hunters with itchy trigger fingers. She sported a bullet hole in her front windshield
as testimony to that.

Well, in 2015, my wife and I talked about a change in venue because we were both weary of
the classic Vermont winters and all the extra-curricular activities associated with it (snow
blowing, roof raking, chattering teeth, etc...) We had made two trips to San Diego previously
so that I could introduce Glory to my idea of paradise. I had lived here 42 years ago when | was
stationed at NAS Miramar (Top Gun) with the Navy and had fallen in love with San Diego.
When Glory retired, we decided to make the jump on our last trip there in 2015. Our sons from
previous marriages also live in California, so that proved an added incentive.
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We put our Colchester house on the market in April of 2016, and it sold in three days! Still in
shock, we scrambled to make our move happen in a month. Quite a change in plans considering
we figured the whole process would take six months! As Glory still had music commitments and
could not spend much time at home, I found myself packing and misting out 10 years of junk we
collected together. I quit my job at SSTA much earlier than planned. All in all, the move went
off without a hitch, and we found ourselves on the road to Cali on May 24th.

The trip took nine days and except for some tongue-in-cheek chuckles, was largely uneventful.
However, we faced some unanticipated equipment challenges.

The first was my pick-up’s ability to tow a trailer with my 51 on board. I pretty much maxed out
my towing limit, and first discovered that trying to get up the steep hills on NY 74 between Crown
Pt. and Severance. We crept up with flashers flashing and made it.

The next challenge was overheating. I kept a close watch on my transmission temp gage after the
Pike’s Peak-like climb in the Adirondacks, and days later, we were forced to pull off in Oklahoma
City and let the rig cool down at a mall off 1-40. While we humans were cooling off also in the
parking lot, we were greeted with many nice folks who stopped to offer assistance. Many were
fellow vets, so I figured my Vermont Veterans plate was helping us out! Two hours later both the
rig and we were sufficiently fed and cooled, and resumed our trip.

Driving Old US Route 66 had always been a “bucket list” dream of mine, so we had originally
planned to drive as much of it as possible. Unfortunately, driving a 30 foot pickup/trailer rig isn’t
the best way to negotiate hairpin curves on the road. We resigned to stick to the interstates and
drove the Mother Road where we could when getting off and on the highways for lodging and
eating. One of our favorite spots was Shamrock, TX where we spent the night. We visited the
U-Drop Inn there; an old ‘40s Conoco service station now restored to its former art-deco beauty
and serving as a chamber of commerce/museum, complete with old gas pumps and a recreated
diner from the era at the intersection of US 83 and US 66. There was even an old ‘37 Chevy
wrecker parked outside, which I dubbed “Mater.” Accordingly, it also served as a backdrop to
Ramone’s Paint shop in the “Cars” movie. Along the way we spotted “Car-Henge” from 1-40 in
Amarillo, and the Mother Road paralleling the highway and disappearing from spots; only to
mysteriously re-appear.

We spent the next night in Santa Fe, New Mexico with Glory’s daughter—once again braving
steep hills between Cline Corners and Santa Fe on US 258. It was nice to get off the road and eat
a home cooked meal.

The next night found us in the hills of Flagstaff, Arizona. We both marveled how Flagstaff gave
off a Stowe, Vermont kind of vibe. All the greenery and pine trees provided a welcome cool relief
from the hotter temps down below on the desert floor.

Our final challenge presented itself as we crossed the state line into California. We met a friendly
but very inquisitive state agriculture inspector, who was very concerned we might have some
gypsy moth hitchhikers from Vermont along for the ride in our ‘51. After reassuring him Dorothy
had spent all her time in a garage on a cement floor, he was satisfied, and then was quite interested
in Dorothy’s restoration. We were waved through and immediately headed to Needles for a quick
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lunch and cool down. The outside temp was 105° already!

Sufficiently refreshed, we headed back into the heat for what became our biggest tow challenge.
In my trip preparation, I neglected to learn the topography of California’s Mojave Desert! My
shortcomings were soon realized when we hit our first of 3 to 5 mile uphill grades through the
mountains around Needles. | watched my transmission and engine temperature gages climbing
toward “hot,” and I noticed cars and semis pulled off the road as they had succumbed to
overheating. I wisely let the truck maintain its own pace without accelerating, and when we crested
hills, I slipped her into neutral and coasted down after gaining as much speed as was safe to tow.
Fortunately, the temperatures declined as well. We also suffered from the hot air blasting through
the truck’s cab. I dared not run the a/c for good reasons. Fortunately, we made it through and
pulled off the road for the night in Barstow. It was mid afternoon, but the rig (and we) had suffered
enough.

Day nine found us at our new home at last! We were relieved to be off the road and home in our
new 55-plus retirement community.

One last funny note—we obviously triggered some kind of security warning when we exited the
New York State Thruway at the end of our first day in Syracuse. Paying with a fifty dollar bill at
a toll plaza gets you: A dirty look from the toll collector, your license plate photographed and
logged by same, and an intense stare from a New York State Trooper.
I joked with Glory that we must have looked like terrorists—a 2009 Chevy Silverado with Vermont
Veteran plate pulling a U-Haul car trailer with a 51 Chevy on board!!

Needless to say, it was an adventurous nine day journey. We still hope to do Route 66 in a more
suitable vehicle. (63 Stingray anyone?? LOL).

In the fall of 2017, I was fortunate enough to find a terrific, retired body man in San Diego who
completed the body work and applied the eye popping Intense Blue Pearl paint to Dorothy. Now
I have some trim left to re-install and the upholstery to do. As everyone knows, there’s always
something to do on old cars.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America. This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1949 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks. We publish
the newsletter six times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.
Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com

Old-style Conoco station in Shamrock, Texas. Photo curtesy of Rick Reinstein.
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