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THIS MONTH WE CONTINUE OUR 1961 60TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION WITH A LOOK AT CORVAIR 95 LIGHT TRUCKS
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EDITOR’S NOTES

One of the sad parts of editing an antique car
club newsletter is reporting the passing of our
members and friends.  Verne Frantz, who was a
very well known expert on 1958-64 Chevrolets,
passed away on February 14, 2021.  Verne was
a founding member of the Jersey Late Great
Chevrolets club.  I met Verne a few times and
enjoyed talking old Chevrolets with him.  I
enjoyed seeing his 1963 Anniversary Gold
Impala sport coupe at a Long Island VCCA meet
a few years ago.  Verne contributed a nice article
about 1963 Chevrolet accessories to our October
2018 newsletter.  He often emailed me with
comments and an occasional correction for the
newsletter.  I’ll miss hearing from him.  John
Mahoney said he knew Verne since 1982 and
that it’s unfortunate that his great knowledge of
1958-1964 Chevrolets went with him to the
grave.  Verne was writing a book about Late
Great Chevrolets that won’t get finished now.
His passing is a big loss to his family, friends,
and our hobby.

The response to adding pre-1955 Chevrolets to
our region has been positive. We discussed it
further at the March 27 region Zoom meeting.
Ron Kruse suggested that we add 1949–1954
Chevrolets only, since the 1946-1948 cars were
basically pre-war cars.  The rest of the attendees
agreed.  Starting now, we’ll include 1949
through the 25 year AACA cut-off in our region.
Adding these cars and trucks gives us more
history to discover.  As we discussed, some of
our members own these cars; we’d enjoy seeing
photos and stories about them in the newsletter.

As of now, plans are to attend the National Meet
in Saratoga in June.  I’m not sure yet if I’m
bringing a Buick (my only Chevrolet is a 2013),
but I’d at least like to attend the judging school
and see the show field.  Let me know if you’re
going to attend, if at least a few of us are there,
we can have a region meeting.  I’m fully
vaccinated, so you can’t catch anything from me.
If Hershey is on this year, I’ll be there.

Sales brochures and promotional items from
when our collector cars are new are fun
collector’s items.  See page 12 of this newsletter
for an unusual Chevrolet promotional brochure.
Thanks to John Mahoney for sharing this.

At the Zoom meeting, I proposed changing the
frequency of this newsletter to quarterly in 2022.
No one objected.  I proposed this change because
it’s getting harder for me to produce the
newsletter, and no one has volunteered to take
over as editor.  If no one else objects to the
frequency change, we’ll switch to quarterly
publication next year.  The proposed publication
dates would be March, June, September and
December.

CLASSIFIED AD

FOR SALE: 1950 Chevrolet Styleline Deluxe
two-door.  HPOF certified.  Original 235 cid
six-cylinder with  Powerglide. 61,000 miles.
Runs great.  New exhaust, tires, brakes, shocks,
radiator.  Original bill of sale. $12,000.  Car is
in Long Island, NY.  Contact John Mahoney at
johnmahchv@aol.com or 516-840-3653.
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1961 CORVAIR 95 LIGHT TRUCKS
Chevrolet proudly introduced their new series of light trucks as a “Totally new concept in light-duty
trucking” and “a precedent shattering new idea in light-duty trucks.”  That was an awful lot of
hype for the new trucks to live up to.  The introductory sales brochure said the trucks were
engineered and built around a new high in payload capacity for small trucks.  The new trucks
“offer more cargo capacity for their size and weight than anything that ever came down the road.”

The new Corvair 95 truck series consisted of a panel truck, called Corvan, and two pickup trucks,
Rampside and Loadside.  The Corvan used the Greenbrier passenger van body but with the side
windows blanked out (see the April 2015 Space Age Star for a history of Greenbrier).  Let’s look
at the 1961 Corvair 95 series through the courtesy of oldcarbrochures.com.
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Rampside and Loadside pickups sold 13,262 between them.  Rampside’s and Loadside’s base
prices were $2,135 and  $2,080 respectively.  Corvan weighed 2,890 pounds and sold for $2,290.
Chevy produced 15,806 Corvans in 1961.

Two things bug me about these trucks.  First, the engine compartment in the rear screws up the
truck’s carrying capacity.  The rear section of the floor is raised to accommodate the engine,
making it awkward to carry large flat items in the the trucks.  I imagine some of the engine’s heat
escaped into the passenger and cargo compartment.  Second, the driver and front seat passenger
have only some thin sheet metal protecting them in a frontal collision.

Chevrolet didn’t produce these trucks for long, they discontinued Loadside after 1962 and phased
out Rampside and Corvan during the 1964 model year.  New concepts don’t always lead to sales
success.  Despite that, these trucks have a loyal collector following today.
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WOODY WOODPECKER SOLD 1955
CHEVROLETS

John Mahoney shared a copy of a 1955 Chevrolet promotional comic book featuring
Woody Woodpecker.  It’s about 20 pages, too big to present in one part, so we’ll look
at the first few pages now and finish up in a future newsletter.  Chevrolet’s publicity
department had some interesting ideas.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1949 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter six times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


