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EDITOR’S NOTES

I hope 2021 is being kinder to everyone than
2020 was.  AACA has a nice slate of events
scheduled for this year.  I’m hoping the
pandemic recedes enough so we can attend the
events and see each other in person.  See the
January/February issue of Antique Automobile
for the event schedule.  I’m hoping to travel to
Saratoga for the meet in June.  If I go, I’ll bring
a Buick.

Our region had a Zoom meeting on January 16.
14 members attended.  It was great to see and
hear from our members.  We discussed
expanding the model years covered by our
region back to 1946.  Some members own cars
from the late ‘40s and early ‘50s which would
be nice to include in the newsletter.  Marty Roth
pointed out that many people drove these cars
throughout the ‘50s.  I’d like feedback from the
full membership on whether to include these cars
in our region.

Other topics discussed during the Zoom meeting
were my request for help with the newsletter.
It’s getting harder for me to write articles, we
need more member articles and/or someone to
replace me as editor.

We also discussed the televised car auctions.
One of our members related his experience as a
driver at a major auction.  He said most of the
cars aren’t as nice as they look on television.
Many of them need a jump start and don’t run
very well once they start.  As always with old
cars, buyer beware.

These meetings are a great way for us to connect
and share our interest in antique Chevrolets.
We’ll schedule another Zoom meeting in March.
I’ll send an email two weeks before the meeting.

I mentioned this during the meeting and now
pass it on to the full membership:  My father
introduced me to an interesting You Tube
channel called “My Car Story with Lou.”  The
host, Lou Costabile, travels around and films
antique cars and their owners.  The videos range
from a few minutes to a half-hour long.  Lou
films the interiors and exteriors of the cars while
having a running conversation with the owner.
Some of the videos feature rides in the cars.  I’ve
watched quite a few of them and they’re a good
way to pass some time during a pandemic winter.
“Space Age” Chevrolets, including a 1973 Vega,
are subjects of some of the videos.

Another Youtube channel I like is “Car Wizard.”
The host is a repair shop owner.  He focuses
more on late model cars but he gives great advice
on which cars to avoid because they require a
lot of expensive repairs.

Please remember that we can run Classified Ads
in the newsletter.  If you have a car, parts, or
other Chevrolet related items to sell, our
newsletter readers are a great audience to
advertise to.

1996 Chevrolets are now eligible for AACA
judging.  That was the last model year for the
rear-wheel-drive Caprice.  I haven’t seen one of
those on the road in a long time.  It will be
interesting to see which cars from that era end
up as collectible.  My guess is that Camaros and
Corvettes will lead the way.

I hope this newsletter helps pass a little time.
Stay well and I hope we can meet in person this
year.

Russell Heim
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1961 CORVETTE

The biggest change for Corvette in 1961 was a restyled rear end.  The new design allowed for
more trunk space.  The rear now featured four round tail lights, similar to Corvair and full-size
Chevrolets.  It was reminiscent of the earlier Sting Ray racer and predicted the 1963 Corvette
restyle.  The exhaust now exited below the rear valence, unlike previous model years when it
flowed through the rear bumper.

The front end featured a new grille, a horizontal mesh insert instead of the prior year’s teeth.  1961
still featured sculptured side panels which, for an extra $15.00 could be painted Ermine White or
Sateen Silver, making for a nice contrasting two-tone paint job.  This was the last year for two-tone
Corvettes.  It was also the last year for wide white-wall tires on Corvette.

Chevrolet offered seven exterior colors and four interior colors for 1961.  The exterior colors were
black, white, red, silver, maroon, beige, blue, and silver.  Interior offerings were red, fawn, blue,
and black.

The 1961 Corvette’s base price was $3,934.  Chevrolet built 10,939 1961 Corvettes.
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Page from 1961 Corvette sales brochure showing the new grille and the optional two-tone
sculptured side panel.
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1961 CORVAIR
Corvair’s big news in 1961 was the introduction of station wagons, a Monza 900 four-door sedan,
and a series of light trucks called Corvair 95 (we’ll cover Corvair 95 in the April newsletter).

The only styling change was a convex front fascia that replaced the concave front used in 1960.
A new, wider front emblem graced the front panel.  The spare tire was  relocated from the front
trunk to rear engine compartment.  The gas heater that was standard in 1960 was now optional.
Forced air heat became standard in 1961.

Chevrolet built 297,881 Corvairs for the model year.
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The addition of the Lakewood station wagon to the Corvair line in 1961 was big news.  The wagon
featured 58 cubic feet of cargo space with the rear seat folded down with an extra 10 cubic feet
in the front trunk.  The Lakewood’s engine was located under the rear floor and it radiated a lot
of heat into the passenger compartment.  Owners had to remove the rear part of the floor to service
the engine. (See the December 2015 Space Age Star for more Lakewood details.)

Lakewood was available in the Corvair 500
and 700 series.  List prices were Lakewood
500 - $2,266 and  Lakewood 700 - $2,331.
The Chevrolet publicity photo at left shows a
Lakewood 700.
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Corvair club coupes were affordable and fun.  Prices were: Corvair 500 $1,920, Corvair 700
$1,985, and Monza 900 $2,201.

Corvair owners had a choice of heaters for their new purchase in 1961, a gas heater or a “perimeter”
heater.
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The Monza 900 sedan pictured above was a new model for 1961.  Chevrolet introduced it shortly
after the model year began.  Base price for this model was $2,201.  The sedan was also available
in Corvair 500 and Corvair 700 trim.  The Corvair 500 listed for $1,974, while the Corvair 700
sedan’s price started at  $2,039.
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1957 BEL AIR SPORT COUPE
BETTE & BILL PRITCHETT

This is a tale of what the wife wanted.  In 1984 we had moved from a three bedroom, one bath
ranch to a four bedroom colonial after the birth of our third child.  When my wife went back to
visit our old babysitter, she was told that her husband was selling a 1957 Chevrolet.  He had
purchased it a few years before from the original owner.  It had about 37,000 miles on it.  However,
it had been hit behind the driver’s door.  The paint was original but not in great shape.  My wife
was very interested in it as she truly enjoys the ‘57 design.  I had very little experience with the
‘57 Chevys.  The only person  I knew, at that time, was fellow Space Age and NJ Region member
Pete Cullen.  I knew it was a hardtop.  He asked me if it had gold on it to which I replied positively.
He then suggested we purchase it as it was a good buy.  This was around late 1985 or so.  About
six months later, the market exploded for the ‘57s, and I was offered twice what we paid for it.
We decided to keep it and used it for some tours and other club activities with our three children.

I remember one time we were driving it at the start of a NJ Region tour.  Granted it did not look
that good but ran well.  A guy in his late thirties I would guess, saw us driving it and really wanted
us to stop as I think he thought we were poor folk and wanted to purchase it.  The look on his face
was interesting as we pulled away from him at a stoplight.

As I said, we used it off and on for several years.  However, it was in need of restoration.  My
oldest son had taken auto body in high school.  A few years after he graduated, I was talking with
the instructor and he said there was a possibility he might use the car for a project.  After his
inspection of it, he said he would consider it, and later it was accepted.  They did the body work
and painted it and did a wonderful job on it.

We have had to rebuild the original 283 so it is a great car to drive.  It is a mostly all original car
or a replacement part as close to the original as possible.  I put stainless steel brake lines on and
also installed a dual master brake cylinder.   It has radial tires as a safety feature.  We use the car
for doing touring that we enjoy tremendously.  It is a Powerglide with manual brakes and a two
barrel.  I did convert the oil bath filter to a paper one.  The car has about 70,000 miles on it.  It is
a one year color, India Ivory and Coronado Yellow.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1955 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter six times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


