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EDITOR’S NOTES:

When I submitted the annual region report to
AACA headquarters, I noticed we lost a few
region members.  This is a good time for us to
recruit new members.  Please forward the
newsletter to your AACA friends who own 1955
and later Chevrolets.  Tell them that if they want
to receive the newsletter regularly (at no cost),
they should send their AACA membership
number along with their city and state, to
spaceagechevy@gmail.com.  I’ll add them to the
roster as region members.

I’d be a bad editor of a newsletter dedicated to
1955 and later Chevrolets if I didn’t
commemorate Camaro’s 50th anniversary.  Many
publications have written extensive articles
covering the anniversary.  I didn’t want to
duplicate these articles; I decided to illustrate
how Chevrolet presented Camaro at the
introduction.

Many thanks to John Mahoney for sending his
photos of the Winter National meet.  John’s 1960
Impala sport coupe is featured on the cover.  The
car earned a Senior award at the meet.

John also sent some photos he took at the
Mecum auction held in Kissimmee, Florida.
These historic Chevrolet race cars are always
fun to see.

I received an email from the SEMA action
network regarding a bill introduced in Congress
to prohibit E15 sales.  The bill number is HR

1315.  SEMA urges you to contact your
representative and request that they support the
bill.  SEMA describes the bill as follows:

“Legislation (HR 1315) has been introduced in
the U.S. House of Representatives to prohibit
the sale of E15 (gasoline that is 15% ethanol),
capping the amount of ethanol that can be
blended into conventional gasoline at 10%. The
bill also eliminates the Renewable Fuel
Standard’s (RFS) mandate that requires 15
billion gallons of corn-based ethanol be blended
into the U.S. fuel supply each year. Ethanol,
especially in higher concentrations such as E15,
can cause damage to older vehicles.”

If you contact your representative, SEMA
recommends these talking points:

· Ethanol can cause metal corrosion and
dissolve certain plastics and rubbers, especially
in older vehicles that were not constructed with
ethanol-compatible materials.

· HR 1315 would eliminate the unrealistic
mandates imposed under the RFS such as
requiring refiners to blend 36 billion gallons of
bio fuels by 2022.

· HR 1315 would prohibit the sale of E15 gas
in order to meet artificial RFS deadlines.

· HR 1315 would protect older vehicles from
the risks posed by E15.

Due to a family commitment, I’m sending the
newsletter a little early this month.  I didn’t have
time to send it to Bill Pritchett for proofreading.
If there are missing commas or run-on sentences,
don’t blame Bill.

I hope everyone can enjoy their old Chevy this
spring - Russell Heim
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SPACE AGE CHEVROLETS AT THE AACA
2017 WINTER NATIONAL MEET

PHOTOS BY JOHN MAHONEY

Region members Steve Scott (left) and Paul Dimbath helping John ready his Impala for the
meet.  John writes: Paul came up (to Ocala, Florida) from Lakeland, Florida and Steve Scott
came from Chicago.  They stayed here a few days and helped me prepare the car for the show.
The last night we worked until 1:30 AM and had the car on the show field six hours later!  I’d
also like to thank other friends and family for their assistance: Danny Mahoney, John Mahoney,
III, Janet Mahoney, Chris Geiger, Tom Hayes, Larry Federico, Bill Reid, Jim Wood,  Russell
Heim,  Clay Drenc, Ken Bailey and John Perry.
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John Mahoney’s 1960 Impala on the Winter National Meet show field.

1969 Camaro shown by Ned Cohen.
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1962 Impala Super Sport shown by Robert Street.

1962 Impala shown by Brad Kash.
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1963 Impala Super Sport shown by M. Clyde Cox.

1964 Impala shown by Evan Stone.
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CAMARO 50TH ANNIVERSARY
BY RUSSELL HEIM

Chevrolet introduced its version of the pony car,
the Camaro, for the 1967 model year.  The
Camaro was designed to compete with Ford’s
big selling Mustang.  This was an ironic twist
because Ford designed the Mustang to compete
with Chevrolet’s successful sporty Corvair
Monza.

Camaro’s introductory brochures and
advertising called the car, “Chevrolet’s new
driving machine with big-car stability and big-
car power.”   The new car was a, “Go as well as
a show machine.”  Big car comparisons were
highlighted, Camaro had, “Wide-footed stability
that’s built in gives Camaro a road-clutching

tenacity.  With this exceptional wide stance
(only an inch shy of five feet front and rear) the
new Camaro rides like much larger cars.”  They
didn’t forget to mention how powerful new
Camaros were, “Camaro offers the kind of deep
breathing big cubic inch power you might expect
only in far larger cars – topped by a 350-cubic-
inch V8 that’s exclusively Camaro’s.”

Sport Coupe and Convertible were the only body
styles offered.  A 230 cubic-inch, 140
horsepower six-cylinder engine was standard.
The standard V8 engine was a 210 horsepower
version of Chevrolet’s tried and true 327.
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Optional engines were a 155 horsepower, 250
cubic-inch six-cylinder and a 275 horsepower
327.  Customers who opted for the Super Sport
package were treated to an all-new 295
horsepower 350 cubic-inch V8.

Camaro’s architecture was based on the Chevy
II.   A front sub-frame carried the engine, front
suspension, steering and sheet metal
components. From the firewall back, the car was
a unit body.  The sub-frame bolted to the unit
body at four points.  The suspension consisted
of coil springs in front and mono-plate leaf
springs in the rear.  Camaro’s wheelbase was
108 inches.  The new car measured 184.7 inches
from nose to tail, 1.7 inches longer than a Chevy
II.

Along with the optional engines, buyers could
customize their new Camaro with a long list of
optional equipment.  This included four-speed
and automatic transmissions, various radios,
including a stereo tape system, bucket seats,
floor console, air conditioner, special
instrumentation, vinyl roof and auxiliary
lighting.

Two very popular option packages were Rally
Sport and Super Sport.  The $105 Rally Sport
package included full-width grille with
electrically operated hidden headlights, parking
lamps below the bumpers, twin stripes on the
hood, bright rocker moldings and distinctive rear
panel trim.

The Super Sport package cost $195.  It included
the 295 horsepower V8, a black stripe on the
car’s nose, black grille with exposed headlights,
simulated hood louvers and red-stripe tires.

Rally Sport and Super Sport could be ordered
together.  Super Sport stripes and hood louvers
took precedence over Rally Sport stripes.  Rally
Sport grille and rear valence took precedence
over Super Sport grille and rear valence.

Chevrolet offered 17 exterior colors for Camaro.
There were eight vinyl top colors, two
convertible top colors and seven interior colors.
All this added up to a successful introductory
model year.  Camaro sold 220,917 units for
1967.
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HISTORIC CHEVROLET RACE CARS AT THE
2017 MECUM KISSIMMEE AUCTION

PHOTOS BY JOHN MAHONEY

1961 “Old Reliable” Biscayne two-door sedan replica.  According the auction
catalog, this replica was built under the supervision of Bill “Grumpy” Jenkins.  This
Biscayne is equipped with a 409 cubic-inch V8.  Mecum’s web site shows the car
was bid to $45,000 but didn’t sell.
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1963 Impala Z11 Sport Coupe 427 drag racer.  The auction catalog states that this
car was delivered to Alan Green Chevrolet in Seattle, Washington.  It was raced in
the Northwest by Dick Milner.  The Z11 package included a 430 horsepower 427
cubic-inch V8, aluminum hood, fenders, bumpers, fan shroud, bumper brackets, and
grille brackets.  According to the Mecum web site, the bid reached $225,000 for this
car, but it didn’t sell.
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1960 SPEEDMINDER INSTALLATION
BY JOHN MAHONEY

This is a very rare accessory that I had picked up about 10-15 years ago on ebay. I always wanted
to install it, but I had a real tough time thinking about drilling an inch and quarter hole in my dash.
Jim Wood had one in is 59 Impala and I just thought it was so neat. I only saw the one in Jim's
car. Jim was not joking about how hard it was to install the transducer on the pedal support
assembly. I’ve included some pictures for the newsletter.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet Region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration, and history of 1955 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter six times each year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Newsletter Editor: Russell Heim

Webmaster: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and classified ads to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


