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Editor’s Notes/Hershey Report

If you attended Hershey this year, you know how
crazy the weather was.  I checked the weather
report before I headed to the Fall Meet on
Tuesday morning.  When I saw the forecast of
all day rain for Thursday, I cancelled the region
meeting and sent a message to our members
informing them of the cancellation.  I probably
missed a few of you because of the cancellation
but did meet some members I hadn’t met before.

Region member Paul Dimbath always hangs out
at the region vendor spaces when he’s not
traveling through the flea market.  Another
region member, Don Allen, attended Hershey
with Paul this year.  Don and I have
corresponded via email but had never met.  It
was a pleasure meeting and getting to know Don.

I also met region member Bob Giles and his wife
Patricia.  Bob invited me to lunch at his vendor
spaces.  They served up a nice meal, and Bob
and I had a great conversation.  I guess I didn’t
say the wrong thing because he invited me back
for next year.  Bob’s spaces are very similar to
the region spaces, a few friends, a few adjacent
spaces, and some parts for sale.  Everyone keeps
an eye on the sale items.

Region Vice President John Mahoney, region
member Bill Lutkowski and I (along with our
usual Hershey crowd) manned the region spaces.
Most of us stayed at the same hotel with some
of us going to dinner as a group on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday.  As always, our webmaster

and proofreader, Bill Pritchett, stopped by and
said hello as did Nick Matlaga.

Speaking of Bill Lutkowski, take a look at the
picture on the next page.  During his travels
around the flea market, Bill met a guy that
resembles him a little and couldn’t pass up
taking this photo together.

I did sell some small parts and old license plates
I found in my garage.  Hershey is mostly a social
activity for me.  I look forward to it all year and
always have a great time.  I wasn’t looking for
parts or literature this year because I don’t have
an antique car right now.  None of the cars for
sale that I saw caught my eye.  I don’t cover
much of the flea market or car corral, so I may
have missed something.

Thursday’s rain is responsible for the Cavalier
article.  In an attempt to stay dry, I visited the
AACA Library.  Many other people visited the
Library that day, it was very busy.  The librarians
and volunteers handled the crowd very well.
They brought me the Cavalier information and
made the copies that I asked for.  I scanned the
copies into this month’s article.

John Mahoney had his 1975 Cosworth Vega for
sale at Hershey.  He parked it in our vendor
spaces and placed informative for sale signs on
the car.  If he charged admission for all the
people that stopped and looked at the car, John
would have made a fortune.  Despite all the
lookers, the car didn’t sell.  See the classified ad
and photos on page 5.  I’ve ridden in the car, and
it’s very fast.

I always make a donation to the AACA Library
when I visit their tent at Hershey.  The Library
is one of the great benefits of AACA
membership.  If you’ve ever visited the Library
and AACA Headquarters, you know how
cramped the current building and  parking lot
are.
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The new building on Hershey Park Drive will
solve these problems.  Please look at the
donation requests that arrived with the current
issue of Antique Automobile and think about
contributing.  Our region doesn’t have a treasury.
Therefore our donations will have to be made as
individual ones.

Since we didn’t hold a meeting at Hershey,
there’s no region business to discuss at this time.
As always, if members have suggestions
regarding the region and the newsletter, don’t be
shy.  We always need articles and pictures for
the newsletter.

Bill Pritchett sent the following link to a fun
1963 Chevrolet commercial:

https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/video-the-1963-
super-sports-from-chevrolet/

Best wishes for Christmas, Hanukah and 2019.
Stay well and stay warm.

Russell Heim

Editor’s items for sale in the region vendor
spaces.  My sons always make fun of the fact
that I never sell the pictured hub caps.

Hershey, October 2018.  Space Age Chevrolet
Region member Bill Lutkowski (right), ran into
a guy that looks a lot like him.  The look-alike’s
name is Jay Leno.  Jay was spotted in many
locations around the Fall Meet on Friday and
Saturday.  I’ll bet he was the most photographed
person at the Meet.
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Region Vice President John Mahoney’s 1975 Cosworth Vega for sale in the rain on October 11,
2018 in the Red Flea Market at the Eastern Fall Meet at Hershey, PA.

1957 Bel Air Sport Sedan was marked “sold” in the Red Flea Market.
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CLASSIFIED AD

1975 Cosworth Vega for sale:

John Mahoney says: I have owned this car for 6 years and purchased the car from the original owner. This car
was sitting in dry storage for it's entire life. I have the original bill of sale and build sheet. This is car 0718 out of
the 3508 of total production in 1975 and ‘76. According to the Cosworth registry, only a few hundred are known
to still be left in running condition.  The car has 79,000 miles and runs GREAT! In 1975 the Cosworth sold for
$500 less than the Corvette and $800 more than a Camaro. This was not your high school English teacher’s Vega!
This car is a great fun to drive, and rivals the feel of driving a British sports car of the same era. It was intended
to be a drive it out of the dealership and put it on the ISMA race track that same day. I replaced the original
problematic Electronic Fuel Injection set-up with the rare aftermarket highly sought after Hutton Dual Weber
Carburetor set-up. I kept all of the original EFI parts and they will go with the car. Some of the paint is still
original, but it has been touched up. It still has the original Delco spiral shocks on it which perform as they did
when new. Since I have owned it, I had the original rims restored, 5 new tires, new exhaust from the original
factory stainless steel header back, new tie rod ends and center link, new fuel pump, new Delco clutch, new clutch
cable, the close ratio 4 speed transmission was overhauled with new bearings and synchro rings, new U joints
were installed, the original starter was rebuilt, new brakes, radio speaker was rebuilt, new hoses installed and
radiator was boiled out, new Steele weather strip on the hatch and the doors, had a new headliner installed, and I
know that there are many other items replaced that I did not mention. Car is very fast! Car is titled to me and is
located on Long island New York. It turns heads everywhere we take it! I know that these two words were seldom
mentioned in the same sentence: 'solid' and    ‘Vega' but this is.... a solid Vega. I feel that the asking price is very
reasonable at $14,000 for a car you can start and drive anywhere tomorrow. THERE ARE NOT TOO MANY
CARS THAT ONE CAN BUY IN THIS HOBBY THAT IS TURN KEY FOR UNDER $20K! This car is an
attention getter and crowd gatherer whenever I take it out to drive or display. This is a great entry level car or a
great car to compliment your collection. This is all supported by a great national club of extremely knowledgeable
fellow Cosworth enthusiasts. I must have well over 150 magazines from the COVA loaded with GREAT tech
articles, like it should be! The car comes with the original Bill of sale from Green Chevrolet in Monticello NY,
Build Sheet, manuals and much more! For more history on Cosworth Vegas please go to
http://chevyvega.wikia.com/wiki/Chevrolet_Cosworth_Vega

Call John Mahoney from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. EST at (516) 840-3653 for more information.  More photographs
available via email upon request.
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INTRODUCING CAVALIER
BY RUSSELL HEIM

The 1982 model year was a busy one for Chevrolet.  They introduced two new models, the
Celebrity and the Cavalier.  These introductions gave Chevrolet eight distinct car lines: Chevette,
Cavalier, Citation, Celebrity, Camaro, Malibu, Monte Carlo, and Caprice/Impala.  In addition to
the two new models, the Camaro was completely restyled.

The front-wheel drive Cavalier was introduced on May 21, 1981 as an early 1982 model.
Chevrolet described the new car as “subcompact on the outside, with compact roominess inside.”
Cavalier was Chevrolet’s version of the new GM corporate J car.  All five GM divisions offered
a version of the J car.  According to Chevrolet sales literature, the Cavalier slotted between
Chevette and Citation in the model hierarchy.

Cavalier offered four body styles, two and four-door sedans, a four-door wagon and a two-door
hatchback.  The only engine offered at introduction was a transverse-mounted 112 cubic-inch
four-cylinder job rated at 88 horsepower.  A four-speed manual transmission was standard
equipment.  Other standard equipment included AM radio, electric window defoggers, digital
clock, reclining front bucket seats, trip odometer, console, day/night mirror, color-keyed carpeting,
locking glove compartment, front stabilizer bar, body side moldings and bumper rub strips.

Cavalier prices ranged from $6,278 for the plain Cadet coupe to $8,452 for the CL station wagon.
CL models were more expensive than corresponding Citations.  Chevrolet predicted sales of
345,000 Cavaliers for 1982; the actual sales figure was 195,057.  Early production was slow with
early delivery shortages.  Sales rebounded in 1983 and Cavalier quickly became the best selling
nameplate in the United States.  Cavalier was a success for Chevrolet.   They produced it through
the 2005 model year.

The images below and on the following pages give a complete picture of the Cavalier at its
introduction.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 1964
CHEVY II - BY RUSSELL HEIM

I scanned the above picture from the 1964
Chevrolet salesman’s album.  It’s of the only
two-door Nova available when the 1964 models
were introduced on September 28, 1963.

Chevrolet made their 283 cubic-inch V8 engine
available as an option for the 1964 Chevy II
series.  This engine was not available during the
line’s first two model years, 1962 and 1963.  In
those years, Chevy II buyers’ only engine
choices were the 153 cubic-inch four-cylinder
and the 194 cubic-inch six-cylinder.

The 1962 and 1963 Chevy II series included a
two-door hardtop and convertible in the top-of-
the-line Nova.  The Super Sport option was
available on the hardtop and convertible in 1963.
These body styles, along with the Super Sport
option, were unavailable at the 1964 model year
introduction.

Here’s the first question:  Why, if they made the
V8 engine available, did Chevrolet discontinue
the two sportiest body styles from the Chevy II

series?  It doesn’t make sense; they increased
the performance, but removed the body styles
most likely to take advantage of that increased
performance.

I originally asked the question and wrote about
this topic in the Generator and Distributor
magazine in 2000 and 2001.  I thought it would
be fun to revisit this with a new audience.  I’ve
never received an answer to my questions, but I
have discovered some information that sheds
some light on what was going on at Chevrolet
that year.

When I attended the 2001 VCCA Anniversary
Meet in Springfield, Illinois, I spent a lot of time
in the Reference Center.  I made a copy of a
February 7, 1963 Chevrolet  meeting agenda
titled “1964 Confidential New Products
Presentation - Service Engineering.”  The memo
caught my attention because the proposed 1964
Chevy II line was shown as being on what
became the 1964 Chevelle platform.
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My other question is when, between February 7
and the summer of 1963, did Chevrolet decide
to keep the Chevy II on its existing 110-inch
wheelbase platform and call the car proposed in
the memo “Chevelle”?

In an era when General Motors was striving
toward standardization amongst their various
products, it seems odd that Chevrolet had two
series, Corvair and Chevy II, that shared few, if
any, components with other GM products.  The
proposed car in the February 7 memo was what
became the corporate “A-body” platform.
Buick, Oldsmobile and Pontiac were all assigned
an A-body car.  According to the memo, Chevy
II was to be Chevrolet’s 1964 A-body offering.

I’ve never been able to find any other Chevrolet
internal memos or documents regarding these
questions.  My suspicion is that they decided to
keep the Chevy II on its original platform
because it sold so well, especially in 1963.  I
guess that they discontinued the hardtop and
convertible because these body styles were
available in the new Chevelle line.

I’ve read that Chevrolet dealers and Chevy II
customers were unhappy about the deletion of
the hardtop, convertible, and Super Sport option.
They complained loud enough that Chevrolet
reintroduced the two-door hardtop and the Super
Sport option early in 1964.  The Chevy II Nova
convertible never reappeared.

The Chevy II section of the 1964 Finger Tip
Facts album contains four insert or revision
pages, numbered 5A through 5D that display the
features and specifications of the Nova Super
Sport Coupe and the Nova Sport Coupe.  The
195 horsepower 283 V8 and the RPO L77 220
horsepower 283 were optional for these cars.
Another option was the M20 four-speed
synchro-mesh transmission.  I bet a four-speed
V8 1964 Nova would be very sporty to drive.

Keeping the Chevy II on its original platform
was a wise decision.  Chevrolet built cars on this
platform through 1979.  Sales dipped in the
mid-sixties, largely due to competition from
Chevelle, but the car sold very well from the late
sixties until it was discontinued.  The best sales
years were during the oil embargoes in the mid
seventies.  Buick, Oldsmobile and Pontiac all
sold a version of the Nova in the seventies.

I’d love to find out details of Chevrolet’s
discussions and decisions to keep the Chevy II
on its original platform and to introduce their
third new car line in five years.  The AACA
Library’s 1964 Chevrolet folder contained much
factory sales literature, but no internal memos.
I’ll have to keep searching.

The Chevelle was a winner for Chevrolet also.
It was a big seller from the start and was popular
throughout its 14 model year run.  Chevelles,
especially the high performance models, are
among the most desirable collector cars these
days.

I’ve scanned the confidential memo and present
it on the following pages.  It’s an interesting
glimpse into Chevrolet history from behind the
scenes.  It doesn’t definitively answer my
questions but it’s still fun to read.

1964 Chevy II Nova Super Sport in Goldwood
Yellow.
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2019 AACA Meets - see the AACA web site for details

February 7-9, 2019 - AACA Annual Meeting - Philadelphia, PA.
February 21-24, 2019 - AACA Winter National - Kingdom of the Sun Regions - Ocala, FL.
April 4-7, 2019 - AACA Southeastern Spring National - Hornet's Nest Region - Charlotte, NC.
April 29-May 1, 2019 - AACA Southeastern Divisional Tour - Cape Fear Chapter -
Wilmington, NC
May 30 - June 1, 2019 - AACA Annual Grand National - Auburn, IN.
June 2-7, 2019 - AACA Founders Tour – Nebraska Region - Seward, NE.
June 26-29 - AACA Eastern Spring National - New Jersey Region - Parsippany, NJ
October 9-12, 2019 - AACA Eastern Fall National - Hershey Region - Hershey, PA.

CLASSIFIED AD:

FOR SALE: 1957 210 TWO-DOOR SEDAN

● Six Cylinder

● Three Speed Synchromesh

● New Interior

● Car located in Suffolk County, Long Island.

● $24,000

● Call Ken at 631-880-8489 for details.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet Region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration, and history of 1955 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter six times each year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Newsletter Editor: Russell Heim

Webmaster/Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and classified ads to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


