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THIS MONTH: SPACE AGE CHEVROLETS AT THE AACA
GRAND NATIONAL AND CHEVROLET POLICE CARS.
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EDITOR’S NOTES:
I’m sure everyone remembers the “for sale” ads
I ran in the newsletter for my 1961 Bel Air Sport
Sedan.
I also advertised it in Antique
Automobile. I got no action from those ads, so
I advertised the car locally. A young man,
probably in his thirties, responded to the local
ad and came to my house to see the car. He owns
a body shop and really liked the Bel Air. As we
were talking, he inspected the car and offered
me a barter. He owns a body shop and offered
me a paint job on my 1965 Impala in trade for
the Bel Air. I planned on using the sale proceeds
on a paint job anyway, so I accepted his offer.
As you read this, the Impala should be in the
shop getting ready for paint. I hope to post
photos and an article about the Impala’s paint
job in a future newsletter.
The Grand National meet was amazing. I
strongly recommend attending the Grand
National if it’s scheduled in your area. Antique
Automobile lists the upcoming 2017 and 2018
meets.

for judging, so I didn’t want to disturb them. By
the time judging finished and we had lunch, my
back was giving out and it started raining, so I
didn’t recruit any one.
On the positive side, I met region member
Tommy Nolen and had a nice talk with him.
Tommy displayed a beautiful 1961 Pontiac
Catalina and earned a Senior Grand National
award.
This was the first Grand National I attended. I
was very impressed by the size of the meet and
the beautiful setting. The Pennsylvania College
of Technology campus is gorgeous. Over 600
cars registered for the meet.
I think
Williamsport’s proximity to the major
northeastern metropolitan areas enhanced the
turnout.
I hope everyone enjoys the photos Larry
Federico and I took at the Grand National Meet.
Unfortunately, I’m not a very good journalist
and didn’t get the owner’s names when taking
the photographs.
Hershey is fast approaching. I think we’ll hold
the annual region meeting on Thursday
afternoon again.
If another member with
vendor spaces would like to hold the meeting,
please contact me to make arrangements. Our
meeting is informal. Other than a few folding
chairs, there’s little preparation involved.

I was a spectator at this year’s meet. I rode along
with region Vice President John Mahoney and
region member Larry Federico. John’s 1962
Biscayne is featured on this month’s cover. John
earned a Repeat Senior Grand National award.
Look in the Meets and Tours section of the
forums on the AACA web site for the meet
results. The current Antique Automobile features
a meet article.
I hoped to recruit new members at the meet, but
I noticed everyone diligently preparing their cars

“Before” shot of the '65 Impala. Stay tuned…
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SPACE AGE CHEVROLETS AT THE GRAND
NATIONAL MEET
PHOTOS BY LARRY FEDERICO (LF) AND RUSSELL HEIM (RH)

Here’s a nice row of 1955 and 1956 Chevrolets. At right, the judges are inspecting the 1955
model. At left, it appears the owner is doing some final detailing before the judges reach his car.
(LF)
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Beautiful 1955 210 Sport Coupe. The wide white-wall tires and dog-dish wheel covers
are a great combination. (RH)

What a fantastic color combination. If we have any 1957 Chevy
experts in the region, please let us know the combination’s name.
It’s always nice to see four-door sedans represented at these meets.
(RH)
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All the cars at the meet were gorgeous. This 1958 Impala was no exception. (RH)

Who wouldn’t love a 1961 Corvette? (RH)
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The 1963 model year was well represented. Top photo: 1963 Impala station wagon owned by
Ken and Shirley Farley. (RH) Bottom left: 1963 Corvair Monza convertible with KelseyHayes wire wheels. These were a factory option. (RH) Bottom right: 1963 Chevy II Super
Sport convertible. This was the only model year that Chevrolet offered a Super Sport
convertible in the Chevy II line. (RH)
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If you bought a new Chevelle in 1964, you couldn’t have done much better than
a Goldwood Yellow Malibu SS coupe. (RH)

409 equipped 1965 Impala SS coupe. (RH)
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What would a Grand National meet be without a legendary 1965 Z16 Chevelle Super Sport?
(LF)

Everywhere you looked you saw a Chevelle Super Sport. (RH)
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Chevy II Super Sport displays one of the many great paint colors available from
Chevrolet. (RH)

Needing no introduction: 1967 Camaro. (RH)
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You don’t often see two 1969 Z28s side by side. (LF)

Late ‘70’s Nova four-door looks ready for anything. (RH)
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Whoever decided to paint a welcome sign on this rock had a great idea. The college did a great
job of hosting the Grand National Meet.
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CHEVROLET POLICE CARS
Fleet sales were an important part of Chevrolet’s business. Police departments throughout the
United States were important customers, and Chevrolet offered a wide variety of features to make
their cars more attractive. Police cars were great publicity for Chevrolet. Potential customers
might think that if the cars could stand up to police duty, they could stand up to anything.
Chevrolet usually offered police equipment on their low-line models such as 150, Delray and
Biscayne. In the 1970’s, when fuel economy became a concern, they offered police versions of
the Chevelle and Nova. As you’ll see, police cars came with many “heavy duty” features that
weren’t available on regular production cars.
Growing up in Queens and Long Island in the 1960’s and ‘70’s, I only remember a few Chevrolet
police cars. NYPD and Nassau County PD used mostly Plymouths. I remember a lot of Chevrolet
police cars in the ‘80’s and ‘90’s.
Here are pages from Chevrolet police car catalogs to help give an idea of what was available to a
local police department.
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Two illustrations from the 1956 Police brochure.
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Pages 14 and 15 display police car information from 1960 Finger-Tip Facts.
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1964 Finger-Tip Facts Police Car information shown on pages 16 and 17.
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Illustration from 1971 police car brochure.

18

19

1977 Chevelle police car brochure shown on pages 19 and 20.
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1977 Nova police car information shown on pages 21 and 22.

22

The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet Region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America. This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1955 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks. We publish
the newsletter six times each year.
Region Officers:
President: Russell Heim
Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.
Secretary: Ana Heim
Newsletter Editor: Russell Heim
Webmaster: Bill Pritchett
Please send all articles and classified ads to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com
Our Web Address is:
http://njaaca.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=25&Itemid=44
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