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EDITOR’S NOTES

I owe region members an apology.  I stated in the last newsletter that we’d have a region Zoom
meeting in November, but that hasn’t happened.  November is more than half over as I write this.
Unfortunately, the meeting kept slipping my mind.  Let’s shoot for a Zoom meeting in January.

We’ve reached our last newsletter for 2020.  I doubt many of us will be sad to see 2020 in the
rear-view mirror.  Let’s hope 2021 is a much better year than 2020.  AACA has a full slate of
events scheduled for 2021.  You can view the events calendar on the club web site, aaca.org.  I
hope the pandemic will be in the rear-view mirror so we can enjoy the 2021 events.

In this newsletter we begin a look back at 1961 Chevrolets.  This is my favorite model year for
two reasons.  One, I think these were the best-looking cars Chevrolet ever built (1961 Chevrolet’s
entire design blended beautifully.  It looks like the whole car was designed by the same person,
every component fits the design perfectly.  Compare 1961 Chevrolet to the 1961 Plymouth, which
looks like different people designed different parts of the car without consulting each other).  Two,
I was born in 1961, so I’m partial to the year.  This month’s article features the full-size, or (in
Chevrolet-speak) passenger cars.  We’ll focus on Corvair, Corvette and light trucks in future
newsletters.

Speaking of 1961 Chevrolets, in the August 2020 Editor’s Notes, I mentioned that a local car club
friend bought a 1961 Impala that I once owned.  I finally got to see the car a few weeks ago.  My
friend stopped by my house to pick up some parts I had for him.  He’s using the car (pictured on
page 17) as a daily driver.  He's slowly improving it cosmetically and enjoying driving it.  It was
fun to see the car again and remember repairs done during my ownership.  An interim owner
replaced the factory 283 V-8 with a 350 V-8.  They also installed an aftermarket aluminum radiator.
Except for those changes, the car was as I remembered it, although the paint has faded (it was
never that great when I bought the car).

I hope our region members have survived this year’s hardships.  I’ve missed seeing you in person
at AACA events, especially Hershey.  I hope we can meet in person during 2021.  In the meantime,
best wishes for a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy New Year.  Stay well.

Russell Heim
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Sixty Years of “Sixty-Onederful” Chevrolet
For the third time in four years, Chevrolet had completely new styling.  The past year’s
compound-curve wraparound windshield and tail fins were eliminated from the design.  Inside
was an all new instrument panel with the speedometer now housed in a horizontal unit.  The glove
box was moved to the enter of the panel.  They relocated the gas tank from under the trunk floor
to the area between the trunk and rear axle.  This gave a deep well in the trunk, which was great
for carrying tall items.  The fuel filler had to be moved to the driver’s side quarter panel to
compensate for the new gas tank location.

A new model year brought new sales slogans.  In 1961, not only was the new Chevrolet “Jet
Smooth,” it was also the “Greatest Show on Worth,” and “Sixty-Onderful.”  Fortunately, the cars
lived up to the hyperbole.  This year’s sales brochure claimed that the new Chevrolets had a trim
new size, clean new style, and fine new comfort.  Chevrolet claimed the 1961 cars had more
interior room (headroom increased by two inches) than in 1960, and that the new door openings
were wider than last year.

The “Clean New Style” consisted of “neatly tailored simplicity” and clean lines.  The “trim new
size” (1.8 inches shorter  and 2.4 inches narrower than 1960) was practical for getting around
town.  The anodized grille was “classically clean.”  The slanting windshield pillars blended
beautifully with the distinctive new roof styling.   It’s interesting that in 1961 Chevrolet was proud
of producing a smaller car.  Despite using the same 119-inch wheelbase, these cars grew larger
as the decade went on.

1961 offered Chevrolet’s greatest model choice for “economical driving,” “three thrifty passenger
car series (14 models in all) and six station wagon models (all with four doors).  The three series
were the same as they’d been since 1959, top-of-the line Impala, mid-priced Bel Air, and price
leader Biscayne.  The station wagons came in three series that had trim matching the passenger
car series, Nomad (Impala), Parkwood (Bel Air), and Brookwood (Biscayne).
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Chevrolet sales literature described Impala as elegant and “unquestionably the finest car in its
field.”  Standard Impala features were electric clock, parking brake warning light, back up lights,
“deep-twist” carpeting, “finger-tip” door releases, and full-length arm rests.  The interior was
upholstered in “rich patterned fabrics, trimmed with soft leather-grained vinyl and finished with
distinctive bright metal end panels.”  Six interior colors were available.  The interior featured
deluxe window cranks and safety reflectors on the back of the full-length arm rests.

1961 Impala base prices (six-cylinder models):  Convertible $2,847, Sport Sedan $2,662,  Sport
Coupe $2,597, Four-door sedan $2,590, Two-door sedan $2,536.  Add $107 to the base price for
a 283 cubic-inch V-8 engine.  Chevrolet built 491,000 Impalas for 1961.

Chevrolet introduced two new optional features for 1961 Impala: Super Sport trim and the
legendary 409 cubic-inch V-8.  Neither option sold well in 1961, but they became big as the Sixties
went on.  Super Sport was a $53 trim option that could be added to any Impala with a high
performance engine and chassis.  The introductory brochure shows the SS trim added to a Sport
Sedan.  Most sources state that only Sport Coupes and convertibles received the SS option.
Chevrolet sold 453 Super Sport trimmed cars in 1961.  The new 360 horsepower 409 V-8 was
limited to 142 sales this year.  This new engine was a $484 extra cost option.



6



7



8

Bel Air was Chevrolet’s “popular priced model”.  It featured a glove box light, automatic dome
light, foam cushioned front and rear seats, deluxe door handles and window cranks, twin rear ash
trays, and deluxe steering wheel with thumb operated horn button as standard.

Bel Air interiors differed by body style.  Sedans had patterned cloth upholstery available in five
colors.  The floors had a vinyl coated rubber floor mat keyed to the interior color.  The Sport
Coupe and Sport Sedan featured a slightly fancier interior.  “Freshly styled striped fabric” was
the main interior feature.  Tri-color stripes were featured on the vinyl seat surround and on the
door panels.  Floor were covered by deep-twist carpeting with rubber inserts on wear areas.  Bel
Air sport model interiors came in red, gray, green, blue, turquoise, and fawn.

Bel Air was Chevrolet’s second most popular series in 1961, with 330,000 produced.  Bel Air
six-cylinder base prices: Sport Sedan $2,554, Sport Coupe $2,489, four-door sedan $2,438,
two-door sedan $2,384.  Customers had to pay $107 extra to get a 283 V-8 in their Bel Air.
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Biscayne was billed as the “lowest-priced full-sized Chevy.”  The sales brochure said “this beauty
is a bargain at the price!”  If you bought a Biscayne, you’d “enjoy the solid quality and comfort
of Body by Fisher.”  A Biscayne owner enjoyed these standard features: foam-cushioned front
seat, dual sun visors, two arm rests, safety door locks, and a locking glove box.  Biscayne interiors
had cloth and vinyl seats with a vinyl covered floor mat.  Blue, green, and gray were the available
interior colors.  The floor mats were color-keyed to the rest of the interior.

Chevrolet built 201,000 regular Biscaynes and 3,000 Fleetmasters for 1961.  Biscayne six-cylinder
prices were: Two-door sedan $2,262, four-door sedan $2,316, Biscayne Utility Sedan $2,175,
Fleetmaster  two-door sedan $2,230, Fleetmaster four-door sedan $2,284.   A 283 V-8 added $107
to a Biscayne’s price.
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Chevrolet offered six full-size station wagons for 1961.  All wagons had four-doors this year.
There were three six-passenger wagons and three nine-passenger wagons.  1961 wagons had up
to 97.5 cubic feet of cargo space.  A concealed storage space under the rear floor was a new feature
for 1961.  The rear seats folded down to make a flat cargo floor.  The tailgate was taller and wider
for easier cargo loading and made for easier third seat passenger entry and exit in nine-passenger
wagons.  Nomad was the top of the line wagon, featuring Impala trim and interior.  The Parkwood
wagon corresponded with Bel Air, and Brookwood was the equivalent of Biscayne.  Each wagon
model was available as either a six or nine-passenger vehicle.

For 1961 Chevrolet made 137,300 six-passenger wagons and 31,649 nine-passenger wagons.  List
prices for 1961 Station Wagons were: Nomad six-passenger wagon, $2,889, Nomad nine-
passenger wagon, $2,992, Parkwood six-passenger wagon, $2,747. Parkwood nine-passenger
wagon, $2,850.  Brookwood six-passenger wagon, $2,643.  Brookwood nine-passenger wagon,
$2,756.  Adding a V-8 cost $107.



11



12



13

1961 Bel Air four-door sedan

1961 advertising billboard featuring a “Jet-Smooth” 1961 Impala Sport Sedan
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Lowest priced 1961 Chevrolets - Biscayne Utility Sedan and Biscayne Fleetmaster.
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A posed Chevrolet publicity photo of a customer taking delivery of a new 1961 Impala Sport
Coupe.  Check out the 1959 Impala Sport Coupe on the lift in the background.  It looks like the
Corvair Rampside is ready for delivery too.

1961 Chevrolet production by body style: Four-door sedan – 452,251, Sport Coupe - 177,969,
Sport Sedan - 174,141, two-door sedan – 168,935,  six-passenger wagons - 137,300, convertibles
- 64,624, nine-passenger wagons - 31,649.  Approximately 513,000 1961 Chevrolets had
six-cylinder engines.

Chevrolet introduced the 1961 models to the public on October 8, 1960.  The last day of 1961
model production was August 2, 1961.  According to the Standard Catalog of Chevrolet
1912-1998, Chevrolet produced 1,193,978 passenger cars for the 1961 model year.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1955 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter six times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


