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EDITOR’S NOTES

I hope everyone is well.  With so many antique
car events being canceled, I hope you’ve been
able to get a little enjoyment out of your
collector cars.

As I write this, AACA still has the Grand
National meet scheduled for August 21-22 in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  I’m not going to
attend this meet.  I had another surgery in June
and don’t feel comfortable attending large
events. If any Region member attends this meet,
please take pictures of the “Space Age”
Chevrolets for a newsletter feature.

Also as of this writing, AACA is planning to
hold the Saturday car show at Hershey on
October 10.  I probably will miss this as well.

Due to the lack of events and my inability to
attend, I’ve decided to hold a Region meeting
via Zoom.  This is an on-line service that allows
us to hold a virtual meeting.  I’ve attended Zoom
meetings with our local Buick Club of America
chapter and AACA’s Raymond Loewy Region.
I’ll set a date and send an email with the details
sometime in August.  I think a weeknight,
around 8:30 Eastern time would be the best time
to hold the meeting.  It probably wouldn’t be
longer than a half-hour.

I owned a 1961 Impala four-door sedan from
2009 to 2014.  I sold it to a local guy to make
room for a 1965 Impala I bought that year.
Recently, I spotted it for sale on the Long Island
Craigslist page.  A local friend had a 1964
Corvair for sale.  I called him to ask him if he

sold it.  He said yes, and now he was looking for
a 1961 Impala.  I mentioned that my former car
was for sale locally.  He had already seen it and
was negotiating a better price with the current
owner.  I gave him some information I
remembered about the car and wished him good
luck.  A few hours later he sent a text stating that
he purchased the car.  It will be fun to see the
old Impala again when he brings it around.

The 1965 Impala figures in another coincidence.
I went to a small, outdoor, socially distant local
car club meeting in early July.  I struck up a
conversation with the owner of a V6 equipped,
no options 1966 Buick Special four-door sedan.
As our discussion went on, I mentioned that I
used to own a six-cylinder 1965 Impala Sport
Sedan.  As soon as I mentioned the ‘65 Impala,
the guy said, “I came to your house and
inspected that car but didn’t buy it.”  We hadn’t
recognized each other immediately because we
were wearing masks.  The collector car hobby
is a small world sometimes.

My recent health issue wasn’t as serious as last
year’s issues, but still makes me think it’s a good
idea for someone to take over either this
newsletter and/or the presidency of the Region.
I’d hate to see the Region falter because I was
out of action again.  Please think about becoming
newsletter editor, Region president or both.
Even if I didn’t have health issues, it’s time for
a different voice in the newsletter after six years.

We continue our look at Chevrolet’s 1960
products in this issue.  Suburban Carryall and
Corvette were (and still are) at the opposite ends
of Chevrolet’s product spectrum.  Both vehicles
were very well respected.  It’s easy to imagine
a household in 1960 owning a Suburban Carryall
as family transport, with a Corvette as a fun
second car.

Please stay well.

Russell Heim
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1960 SUBURBAN CARRYALL

In 1960, Chevrolet advertised their restyled
Suburban Carryall as “Versatility Unlimited”
and a “beautiful new way to mix business with
pleasure.”  The sales literature gushed, “Smart
style, elegant manners, and a new way with work
make the ’60 Suburban Carryall a completely
new kind of all-purpose vehicle.  There’s a
revolutionary new smooth ride and fingertip
handling ease…and when loads get big and
bulky there’s cargo space aplenty – high, wide
and easy loading.  With the Carryall’s easy
informality, generous proportions and the casual
go-anywhere-do-anything confidence it inspires,
you’ll find yourself leaving the family car home
on more and more occasions.  Whenever you
want to drive it, however you choose to use it,
you’ll appreciate the Carryall’s tougher than

ever build its low first cost and thrifty
performance, the smartest kind of savings yet!”

The 1960 Suburban Carryall had three seats.
Chevrolet claimed eight “big” people could fit
comfortably in the vehicle.  The center and rear
seats were removable.  Sales literature claimed
the Suburban could carry up to 950 pounds of
payload.

Chevrolet was proud of the Suburban Carryall’s
convenience features, claiming  the truck had:
“New roominess, revolutionary new ride, new
passenger comfort and cargo convenience.”
Passengers and drivers of all sizes would
appreciate the easy “no-stoop” entry and exit
provided by tall, wide doorways.
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Loading and unloading cargo in a 1960
Suburban Carryall was made easier due to its
low, “easy loading” floor height.  Buyers had a
choice of panel (barn) rear doors or station
wagon type lift-gate and tail-gate doors.  These
features added up to “today’s easiest going
all-purpose vehicle.”

According to the sales brochure, 1960 models
had a totally new chassis design, according to
the sales material.  “Chevy’s new low lines spell
new stability, with a lower center of gravity for
a more level, sway-free ride on any road.”  The
front suspension used “torsion springs”.
Chevrolet claimed these springs cushioned
bumps and transmitted road harshness to the
frame, thus keeping it out of the passenger
compartment.  “Rigid links” controlled front
wheel travel, requiring the springs only to carry
and cushion the load.  The rear suspension
featured frictionless coil springs and trailing-link
control arms to provide a smooth ride and
support for heavy loads.

Suburban Carryall used a “brawny new” x-
braced frame, featuring “great strength and
drop-center design.”  The new frame allowed for
low styling lines and road-hugging stability.
High strength steel and all-welded construction
contributed to long life and stability.

List price for the 1960 Suburban Carryall was
$2,690.  Standard engine was the 235 cubic-inch,
135 horsepower six-cylinder, with 217 foot-
pounds of torque.  A 160 horsepower 283
cubic-inch V8 was optional.  The V8 featured
and oil-bath air cleaner, full-flow oil filter and
hydraulic valve lifters.  A three-speed synchro-
mesh transmission was standard.  Four-speed
synchro-mesh and Powerglide automatic were
the optional transmission choices.  The three-
speed transmission wasn’t available on four-
wheel drive models.  A posi-traction rear was
also optional.
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Four-wheel drive was a $765 option for 1960
Suburban Carryall.  The sales brochure said,
“Chevy’s rugged four-wheel-drive chassis is
made for mountain-goat country.”  “With a
super-tough four-speed Synchro-Mesh
transmission and two-speed transfer case, you
get full four-speed flexibility in two-wheel
drive for highway use, plus eight speeds in
four-wheel-drive to get you through wherever
wheels can roll.”  Four-wheel drive Suburban
Carryalls were available with either rear door
style.  The six cylinder engine was standard on
four-wheel drive trucks, the 283 V8 was
optional.

Chevrolet referred to the new for 1960 styling
as “fore-runner styling…as practical as it is
handsome.”  The 1960 trucks were seven
inches lower than previous models.  The new
windshield had 26 percent more visibility than
before, and the windshield wipers covered 38
percent more area.  The trucks had a new face,
with two simulated air scoops on either side of
the central Chevrolet emblem.  The scoops
contained small grilles surrounding the parking
lights.  The hood was now full-width, and the
fenders were four inches lower, which made
under hood maintenance easier.

They also updated the interior.  The 1960 cab
featured wider seats with new springs and foam
padding.  Chevrolet referred to the revised
instrument panel as a “see-at-a-glance” panel.
All hand controls were placed in easy reach of
the driver.
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The body had a new design as well.  Chevrolet claimed the 1960 body was designed to “achieve
maximum rigidity and to seal out dust, moisture and noise.”  “Triangulated” front construction
formed a “twist-resistant” base for the front-end assembly.  The new body also featured a
double-paneled roof, a double-walled cowl and box-section door pillars.  Customers could dress
up their Suburban Carryall with optional chromed grille, hub caps and rear quarter pillar moldings.
Bright moldings were available for windshield and side window trim.  A driver’s side arm rest
and dual sun visors were available to dress up the interior.
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1960 CORVETTE

Other than some instrument panel revisions and the addition of a rear anti-sway bar, there wasn’t
much new about the 1960 Corvette.  The lack of change didn’t matter to Corvette customers,
Chevrolet sold a then record 10,261 Corvettes during the 1960 model year.  Corvette’s base price
was $3,872 for 1960.  The 230 horsepower 283 V8 and three-speed synchro-mesh transmission
were standard equipment.  The four-speed synchro-mesh cost $188 extra and Powerglide was a
$199 option.  Customers paid $151 for the optional 245 horsepower engine or $183 for the 270
horsepower job.  A fuel injected 283 of either 275 or 315 horsepower added $484 to a 1960
Corvette’s price.  I’ll let the 1960 brochures tell the rest of the story.
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1983 CITATION

PHOTOS BY STUART HEIM
My son Stu will be 16 in September.  He loves Cadillacs and wants one for his first car.  We
stopped by a local cruise night that was supposedly run by the local Cadillac club so he could
check out some Caddies.  There were no Cadillacs while we were at the show, but we saw this
car and knew we had to take pictures and put them in the newsletter.



11



12



13

As you can see from the pictures, it’s no Cadillac, but this Citation is in great shape.  The owner
told us he bought it from the estate of the original owner.  He said the car’s original owner was
a woman schoolteacher.  When she died the car was tied up in her estate for twenty years.  The
current owner was able to buy the car once the estate was settled.  He didn’t say why it took
twenty years.

I can’t remember the last time I saw a Citation in person.  They shouldn’t be rare, they sold very
well when they were new.  I vaguely remember these cars being the subject of some big recalls.
I guess time hasn’t been kind to the “First Chevrolet of the ‘80s.”  For more information on
Citation, see the December 2016 Space Age Star.  Prior issues of our newsletter are available
on the region web site, thanks to our region webmaster, Bill Pritchett.
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The Space Age Star is the official publication of the Space Age Chevrolet region of the Antique
Automobile Club of America.  This is a non-geographic region dedicated to the enjoyment,
restoration and history of 1955 and later AACA eligible Chevrolet cars and trucks.  We publish
the newsletter six times a year.

Region Officers:

President: Russell Heim

Vice President: John Mahoney, Jr.

Secretary: Ana Heim

Webmaster and Proofreader: Bill Pritchett

Please send all articles and photos to the editor at spaceagechevy@gmail.com

Our Web Address is: http://spaceage.aaca.com


